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Using MyBib eL® for delivering documents through         
WordShare® Interlibrary Loan 

1 Introduction 

MyBib eL® is a presentation platform for electronic documents under adherence of the 
European copyright act. 
 
Because the European copyright act does not allow libraries to physically deliver 
electronic copies to the patron, it is possible to use MyBib eL® as an appropriation 
platform for WorldShare Interlibrary Loan  orders for a certain reason:  
 
With MyBib eL® documents will be saved on a server hosted by the lending library. The 
patron’s library will be able to view these documents only using a special viewer, which is 
also located on the lending library’s server and accessible only from registered 
computers at the patron’s library. So technically speaking, documents are not “delivered” 
as they stay on the lending library’s server. The patron library can only view the 
documents and print them.  
 
Screenshots of digital copies are not possible as all pages will be blurred. Downloading 
the digital copy is not possible through the MyBib eL® viewer. 
 
MyBib eL® requires that you have the latest Java WebStart engine installed. 
Unfortunately it is not possible to access MyBib eL® using a Mac/iPad/iPhone etc., as 
these devices do not support Java/Java WebStart.  
 

2 Activating your PC for MyBib eL® access 

To access MyBib eL® it is necessary that you activate your PC. The Göttingen State and 
University Library will provide you with an activation link via e-mail prior to your first 
delivery.  
 
Through the activation link the computer you are using when clicking the link will be 
activated. You can activate five individual computers with the same link. After activating 
five computers your license contingent is exhausted and the activation link will no longer  
work.  
 
If you want to activate more than five workstations or if you had to change one of your 
activated workstations due to a hardware crash etc., please contact the Göttingen State 
and University Library, which will be able to add a new license and/or send you a new 
activation link. 
 
After clicking the activation link, you will be directed to the MyBib eL® server hosted by 
the Göttingen State and University Library. This indicates that you now have access to 
the MyBib eL® server. You will see a log-in dialogue, but  will not see any documents. 
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Please abort this dialogue. Access to documents will be provided with a separate delivery 
notice.  
 

3 Completing your ILL request form  

Once you have installed the activation links supplied to you by ZXW you must add MyBib eL
®
 

in the SHIP VIA field of the ILLiad or WorldShare Interlibrary Loan  workform. Include your e-
mail address in the EMAIL field because this is how ZXW will send you the link to the 
document. 
 

4 Delivery notice 

A delivery notice will be sent to you as soon as the document is delivered to the MyBib 
eL® server. The delivery notice contains: 
 

 Link for accessing the document in MyBib eL® 

 Log-in data 
 

The link will be generated individually for each document delivered. The log-in data will 
stay the same for every delivery. 
 

5 Accessing documents in MyBib eL® 

Access to a document in MyBib eL® is possible only by using the link from the delivery 
notice. You will be asked to enter the access data stated in the delivery notice. If the data 
is correct, the Java application will open up and the document will be displayed in a new 
MyBib eL® browser window. 
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Fig. 1: Document in MyBib eL

®
 with blurred pages 

 
For copyright reasons all pages are blurred, except the first page. The first page is 
always the order flyleaf. Through the flyleaf you can quick-check the order data. The 
document title will be displayed right above the main window. The title is also displayed in 
the Chapters navigation bar on the left. 
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Fig. 2: Flyleaf and chapter navigation 

 
The Chapter navigation bar provides clickable links to each page in the current 
document. Additionally, you can use the Preview bar to see unblurred thumbnails of all 
images included.  
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Fig. 3: Flyleaf of an unblurred preview navigation 

 
You can use these options for checking if all ordered pages are included. 
 
 

6 Printing 

To print the currently displayed document you can either use the printer button in the 
toolbar above the main window or the shortcut Ctrl-P, or go to the Printing option in the 
File menu. 
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Fig. 4: Printing options: File menu or button 

 
You can print a document only once.  
After the document is printed, the preset print count will prevent any additional prints. If 
an error occurs while printing (printer out of paper/ink) that aborts the current print the 
only way to get your print is to file a claim. 
 

7 Claims 

If printing failed or the printed document is missing pages etc., the only way to claim your 
order is by sending an e-mail to the lending library. 
 

8 Conclusion 

Using MyBib eL® is easy and self-explanatory, though subject to the strict European 
copyright act. It allows European WorldShare Interlibrary Loan  libraries to deliver 
documents faster than by fax or mail. 
 
Support 
 
For assistance with MyBib eL, please contact: 
Niedersächsische Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen / Göttingen State and University Library 
(http://www.sub.uni-goettingen.de) 
FER / World Share  
Platz der Göttinger Sieben 1 
Göttingen, D-37073 
Germany 

http://www.sub.uni-goettingen.de/
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E-mail (Loans and Copies): ssg-s@sub.uni-goettingen.de  
Phone (Loans and Copies): +49 551 39-5276 
FAX (Loans and Copies): +49 551 39-5014 

 

mailto:ssg-s@sub.uni-goettingen.de

